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Inside Nazis’ secret 
London meetings 


Fascists and the EU 
referendum 


Ban for US white 
supremacist 


Extreme right | 
awareness 4 
workshop — 
Friday 16 September, 9am-4.30pm | 
Northampton University | 


A one-day workshop led by Northampton University's Paul Jackson, an academic 
expert in the dynamics of the British far and extreme right, drawing on the latest 
academic research and intelligence from Searchlight to analyse the threats and 
issues posed by far and extreme right organisations today. It is aimed particularly 
at professionals whose work relates to hate crimes or the Prevent agenda. 


The workshop will 

e Present overviews of the most important far and extreme right groups in the UK 

e Examine the small risk posed by some extreme right groups promoting violent extremism 
and terrorism oe 
e Explore the many, contaeue underlying ideologies of far and extreme right groups, from 
neo-Nazi to “Counterjihad”, and assess their appeal . 
e Consider the impact of far and extreme right groups on the wide range of people they 
target, including Muslim and Jewish communities 

e Survey the online presence of the extreme right, including its use of social media platforms, 
as well as less well known sites promoting extreme right views 

e Map some of the international links found within far and extreme right groups 

e Identify issues posed by militant anti-fascist responses to the extreme right, and highlight 
more constructive, non-militant forms of opposition to the extreme right 

e Discuss how issues posed by the extreme right relate to policies such as Prevent 


Venue: Sunley Conference Centre, Boughton Green Road, Northampton. 
Cost: £60. Lunch and refreshments provided. Group discounts available. 


Book your place online now at is.gd/awarenessworkshop or email karin.ferngren@ 
northampton.ac.uk To find out more, email paul.jackson@northampton.ac.uk 
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A dangerous situation 


peakers at a Searchlight Research Associates 
conference warned in mid-June that these were 
dangerous times for communities under threat 
from the extreme right. That warning came in 
the middle of the EU referendum campaign 
period amid increasingly vicious rhetoric, much of it 
scapegoating immigrants. Just a day after our conference 
came the brutal killing of MP Jo Cox in broad daylight. 

In this issue of Searchlight, we report on the activities of 
fascists and the far right on the streets — and behind closed 
doors in four-star London hotels throughout July. The 
common talk at the Nazis’ gatherings was how the Brexit 
vote would give them their best opportunity to put forward 
their programmes of violence and hate. 

The fascists aimed to get in early, slipping into meetings 
held by mainstream Leave campaigners. You will read in 
this issue of Searchlight how even a Labour MP has found 
herself at meetings infiltrated by well known peddlers of 
hate and violence. 

But we have also seen results from our campaigning. 
Prime minister Theresa May, when 
she was home secretary, may have 


In May’s government, Bradley’s old role appears to have 
been split, with one minister dealing with policing and the 
fire service and another having responsibility for security. 
I had written to Bradley requesting a meeting to talk about 
using better intelligence and analysis. At the end of July I 
wrote to the Home Office again asking ministers to clarify 
who is dealing with Nazi violence. This is something that 
we at Searchlight will not let go. 

Action on this might be some consolation for the 
anti-fascist photographer who sustained life-changing 
injuries in Dover in January at the hands of well known 
Nazi thug Peter “Ako” Atkinson. The police could not be 
faulted on his immediate arrest — neither could other 
photographers who recorded the attack on film. 

But the Crown Prosecution Service in its lack of wisdom 
decided not to charge the Nazi thug with attempted murder 
but with the lesser offence of causing grievous bodily harm. 
The judge imprisoned him for seven years — he could be 
out in three. The judicial system is releasing hard Nazi 
thugs on bail who then reoffend and are bailed again. 

Clearly this is not justice and the new 
government should urgently address 


read our 200-page report, written The Crs in its la Gk of wisdom this worrying situation. 


in spring 2015 at the request of the 
Home Office, which was circulated 
to the police and government 
departments. We know it was passed 


decided not to charge the Nazi 
thug with attempted murder through with a promise of tougher 


Some praise for the new prime 
minister, though: she has followed 


laws on hate crime. We must hope 


to the outgoing commander of the but with the lesser charg e of the government will not deliberate for 


$015 counter-terrorism unit. 


It may have been our report that g rievous bodily harm 


prompted May to ban two leading 

US activists who had been invited to 

speak at meetings of the Traditional Britain Group — US 
Nazi Michael Cushman last September and now Richard 
Spencer, as we describe on page 24. 

Searchlight does not buy into lone wolf theories. In this 
issue we look again at what lies behind the “lone wolf” 
phenomenon, see page 18, and raise questions about 
the Munich killer’s strange links and the failures of the 
German police. 

In the House of Commons after Jo Cox’s murder, the 
then home office minister, Karen Bradley, said she was 
very concerned about $015 not being up to scratch in 
terms of what they should know about the extreme right. 
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years over this, as hate crimes have 

increased over the past two years and 

especially after the Brexit vote, which 

many in the extreme far right took as 
carte blanche to unleash hate crime attacks. 

The statistics are horrific. Searchlight is thankful for 
the work of Tell Mama, the anti-Islamophobia watchdog, 
which has produced a brilliantly researched report on 
anti-Muslim hate crimes (see page 16) and that of the CST 
which for decades has carefully recorded attacks against 
the Jewish community. September will see a training day 
at the University of Northampton hosted by our colleague 
Paul Jackson, aimed at raising the level of understanding 
among those tasked to tackle the haters. C) 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Holed up 


Holocaust 


Prominent figures including Holocaust denier David Irving and veteran fascist leader 
Richard Edmonds met at the Nazis’ secretive London Forum. Anna Morgan reports 


hile the British 
far right 
continues to 
achieve nothing 
electorally and 
the various tiny street protest groups 
have become politically irrelevant — 
albeit punching above their weight 
in terms of violence and nuisance to 
the community — the intellectual and 
paramilitary extreme right is thriving. 

A meeting of Jeremy Bedford- 
Turner’s London Forum on 2 July 
brought together 50 Nazis, including 
several very prominent activists, in 
the Dylan suite of the Gloucester Road 
Holiday Inn, central London. 

They included Michael Woodbridge, 
retired teacher and fan of the pre- 
war British Union of Fascists’ leader 
Oswald Mosley, and John Morse, who 
was a close ally of the former British 
National Party leader John Tyndall 
and edited the party’s newspaper 
British Nationalist. 

Morse was complaining about the 
police confiscating a computer and 
planting pornography on it. Another 
former BNP activist present was 
Liam Kernaghan who, as on previous 
occasions, brought along a range of 
books and pamphlets to sell. 

There were also fascists from 
Austria, Italy, Germany, the US and 
Poland, all ostensibly interested in 
local history — the meeting had been 
booked under the false flag of the 
South Kensington Historical Society. 
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The approximately 40 men and ten 
women had come to hear a range of 
eminent speakers, but they were by no 
means all armchair Nazis or figures 
from the past. A certain Larry Nunn 
was overheard telling Paul Griffin that 
his organisation was receiving “anti- 
terrorist” and firearms training, and 
referring to a weapon that fires ten 
shots a minute. 

Nunn, who calls himself Max 
Musson, is a former National Front 
and BNP activist and acted as a 
financial adviser to the BNP. Under 
his alias he also set up groups by the 
name of Western Spring and Legion. 
The training he was talking about 
was undoubtedly provided by Denis 
Nikitin, a Russian instructor in covert 
warfare who has led camps for Nazis 
in the West Country and Wales as well 
as in Italy and elsewhere. 

Nunn was one of the main speakers 
at a Nazi demonstration in support of 
the Greek fascist Golden Dawn party, 
outside the Greek Embassy in London 
on 29 November 2014, alongside 
Arkadiusz Rzepinski, a Polish fascist 
who was involved with Nikitin’s 
training camps in Britain. Both men 
spoke at a London Forum meeting 
that same month. 

Paul Griffin (no relation to former 
BNP leader Nick Griffin) regularly 
attends meetings of the Traditional 
Britain Group and the Swinton 
Circle, both of which bring together 
Nazis and far right Tories. On 19 


January he spoke at a meeting of 

the right wing Libertarian Alliance 

in London on “Contributions of the 
Ukrainian nationalist right to the 
success of Euromaidan”, the wave of 
demonstrations and civil unrest that 
brought down the regime of Ukraine’s 
president Yanukovych in 2014. 

It is these close links with terrorist- 
type activities, and through Nikitin, 
with Vladimir Putin’s Russia, that 
make the London Forum and the 
Traditional Britain Group the most 
dangerous elements of the British 
extreme right today. 

To attend the meeting people had 
to phone on the morning of 2 July for 
details of a secret rendezvous point 
from where they were directed to the 
venue. Presumably the organisers 
relied on this for security as there 
was no-one on the door other than an 
Italian collecting admission money — a 
man in his mid-forties who has lived 
in the UK since 2013 and is connected 
with Richard Williamson, the 
Holocaust-denying renegade bishop. 

Bedford-Turner, who these 


Barnbrook called for the 
formation of amovement to 
fight the state. He suggested 
that an army of 3,000 would 

have fighting capability 
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deniers 


days calls himself Jez English, 

was forthright in expressing his 
antisemitic sentiments, as were some 
of the other speakers. Antisemitism 
was also prominent on the various 
bookstalls, which included one selling 
the Barnes Review, a self-proclaimed 
historical revisionist magazine, and 
the usual Arktos Media stall with a 
range of extreme right books. 

The first speaker was Richard 
Barnbrook, the former BNP member 
of the London Assembly, who 
advocates using art to help wake 
people from “somniferous mass media 
propaganda”. 

Art is not Barnbrook’s only political 
weapon. In a talk riddled with 
conspiracy theory, he said Brexit 
would not happen and called for the 
formation of a movement to fight the 
state. He suggested that an army of 
3,000 would have fighting capability 
but the ideal number of individuals 
for an active cell was nine. 

Professor E Michael Jones gave a 
talk titled, “England in the embrace 
of the voracious octopus of Judaism: 
logos vs anti-logos as the pivot of 
human history and the magi of our 
new paradigm”. 

Jones has written several deeply 
antisemitic books, blaming Jews for 
all the ills of “Western civilisation”, 
including “moral subversion”. He 
is also a frequent commentator on 
Putin’s mouthpiece TV station, Russia 
Today, and the Iranian Press TV. 
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He had several signed copies of his 
weighty tomes for sale on a stall run 
by two women, one of whom wore 
what looked very much like a hijab. 

Nazis apply the principle “the 
enemy of my enemy is my friend”, 
but while many have over the past 
few years relaxed their antisemitism, 
making Muslims the main target for 
hate, those who frequent London 
Forum meetings tend to take the 
opposite view. 

A strong antisemitic thread also 
ran through the talk by the only 
female speaker, Melissa Cordwell, a 
regular at London Forum meetings, 
who spoke of her participation in 
demonstrations against Shomrim, 
the Jewish volunteer neighbourhood 
watch organisation. 

An academic who has studied 
Anglo-Saxon and Latin, she is also 
a hardline nationalist activist who 
works closely with Eddie Stampton, 
the heavy-drinking Nazi skinhead 
who spends most of his time fighting 
his fellow Nazis. Despite that link, 
Cordwell, who is very self-obsessed, 
was keen to present herself as the 
antithesis to the traditional skinhead 
female nationalist, showing off her 
waist-length hair. 

She was followed by Tony O’Neill, 
leader of the Celtic People’s Party 
of Ireland, whose presentation was 
titled “World War Three has already 
begun”. That war, he claimed, was 
against the bankers, purveyors of 


Ex-BNP big 
shot Richard 
Barnbrook 


Organiser Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner 


John Morse with 
Michael Woodbridge 
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Photo, centre: Allan Warren 


South East 
Alliance leader 
Paul Pitt, in blue 
T-shirt 


moral degradation and those who 
promote “white genocide”. Nationalist 
Europeans needed to unite and form 
a cohesive agenda to win political 
power nationally and at a European 
level, he said. 

O’Neill too hinted at a possible 
armed fight at some future point, but 
emphasised the difference between 
his form of nationalism and that of 
the IRA. 

A contrast to the more educated 
speakers was Paul Pitt, organiser of 
the recent anti-refugee marches in 
Dover, including one on 30 January 
at which freelance photographer 
Kelvin Williams was seriously injured. 
Peter Atkinson, a long-time Nazi 
and criminal from the North West, 
eventually pleaded guilty to assault 
occasioning grievous bodily harm 
and was imprisoned for seven years 
in May. 

Pitt, the leader of South East 
Alliance, a split-off from the English 
Defence League, blamed the left for 
the violence and said that a prisoner 
support fund had been set up for 
Atkinson, to which the audience 
donated generously after his speech. 

Pitt became increasingly aggressive 
during his talk and revealed plans for 
a demonstration outside the gates to 
Downing Street on 29 July, supposedly 
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to ensure that Brexit would happen as 
soon as possible. The protest would 

be in the evening — not only to permit 
the attendance of those few supporters 
who have jobs, but also in the strange 
hope that the timing would catch the 
authorities off guard. If the police did 
try to move them on, they would have 
no option but to occupy Downing 
Street, he declared. 

Pitt had arrived late at the meeting 
because he had been required 
to report to a police station first 
following a police raid on his home 
the previous Tuesday, he said. 

He claimed that, during a search 
that lasted for most of the day, his 
computer had been confiscated and he 
had been forced to lie spread-eagled 
on the pavement outside his home. 
Pitt was taken into custody but later 
released without charge. He told the 
meeting that the police had wrecked 
his home and damaged his new 
garden pond. 


As his talk progressed he 


became increasingly agitated 


and aggressive, ending witha 
call to “destroy” multicultural 
educationalists 


Like other speakers Pitt, a Cypriot 
immigrant whose real name is 
Podromou, wanted all the various 
factions of the far right to work 
together for a common cause. He 
described the South East Alliance 
as an umbrella for a range of groups 
including the extreme British 
Movement and the National Front. 

A blast from the past was Michael 
Mclaughlin, described in publicity for 
the meeting as the “legendary leader 
of the British Movement, which in its 
heyday put the fear of God into the 
mishmash of Marxists, misfits, liberal, 
perverts and others that comprise the 
rotting head of our fast degenerating 
society”. 

Actually most anti-fascists at the 
time thought he was rather ridiculous. 
Anyone hoping to shake hands 
or exchange Nazi salutes with the 
legend was to be disappointed: he 
was present only in a self-important 
video documentary of his political 
career. He joined the other speakers 
in voicing encouragement for direct 
action against the state. 

The audience must by now have 
been longing for their “evening 
social”, but they still had to 
sit through Matthew Roberts, 
speaking on “Education and white 
dispossession — miseducation and 
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Longtime 


Holocaust denier Nazi Richard 
David Irving Edmonds 


brainwashing: the national curriculum 
in Britain today”. Roberts, who claims 
to have worked in education for over 
25 years, argued that nationalists 
must ensure that what their children 
are taught at school is challenged and 
replaced by a patriotic understanding 
of the importance of race and identity. 

As his talk progressed he became 
increasingly agitated and aggressive, 
ending with a call to “destroy” 
multicultural educationalists. He did 
not elaborate on the nature of the 
intended destruction but his angry 
delivery and body language suggested 
violent action was a possibility. 

Several of those who attended on 2 
July turned out again two weeks later 
to a much bigger meeting — booked 
this time as the London Militaria 
Society. Held in the Euston Hilton 
hotel’s basement Stephenson suite 
and billed as a meeting of London 
Forum Extra, the 115 attendees, of 
whom a mere 16 were women, were 
probably attracted by the prospect 
of hearing Holocaust denier David 
Irving, the final speaker. 

The audience included veteran Nazi 
and former BNP national organiser 
Richard Edmonds, other members 
of the BNP and of National Action, 
which the mayor of Liverpool has 
described as “so extreme and utterly 
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noxious that they make the BNP look 
like Amnesty International”. 

Bedford-Turner interspersed his 
introductions to the speakers with 
antisemitic comments and boasted 
that he had recently discovered that 
his great grandfather had been a 
member of Mosley’s British Union of 
Fascists in the 1930s. 


His comment followed Gary Raikes’s 
talk on Mosley and the BUF, which 
focused on new documents released 
by the Public Records Office and 
other sources which, he said, showed 
that “the powers that should not be” 
were extremely worried about the 
success of Mosley’s BUF and devoted 
immense resources to ensuring he 
would not be victorious. 

Michéle Renouf, one of the world’s 
leading antisemites, spoke about 
Professor Robert Faurisson, who was 
on trial in Paris in June on charges 
arising from his participation in an 
international conference of Holocaust 
deniers in Tehran in 2006. Renouf, 
who also attended the conference, 
was Faurisson’s sole defence witness. 
She also spoke in glowing terms about 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the Iranian 
president at the time, with whom she 
had a friendly relationship. 


Holocaust denial was also the 
theme of the next speaker. In a 
rambling talk titled “Psychological 
warfare”, Alfred Schaefer described 
a video he had made with his wife, 
Monika, entitled, Sorry Mom, I was 
wrong about the Holocaust. 

In it, Mrs Schaefer, a former election 
candidate for the Green Party of 
Canada, tells of how as a child she 
confronted her parents about why they 
did nothing to stop the Holocaust. 

They had replied that they did not 
know it was happening. She claims 
this was because it did not happen 
and that the Holocaust was “the 
biggest and most pernicious and 
persistent lie in all of history”. The 
Canadian Green Party has condemned 
her statements. 

Schaefer described his wife as a 
heroine for the revisionist cause. 
Schaefer’s talk, delivered in a 
breathless monotone, received no 
more than polite applause. 

But the star speaker was similarly 
disappointing. Irving’s lacklustre talk 
on the Nuremberg Trials focused on his 
research into the letters and diaries of 
Robert H Jackson, who was appointed 
by post-war US president Harry 
Truman as chief counsel. Afterwards 
Irving, 78, graciously made himself 
available to sign his latest book. 
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All photos: Nick Ullmann 


Tiny numbers, but ugly politics 


he English Defence League 

called an anti-Muslim 

assembly at Marble Arch in 
London, followed by a march, on 16 
July. Unite Against Fascism came out 
at short notice to confront the EDL 
thugs and prevent them attacking 
Muslim passers-by. 

The early EDL arrivals from 
Peterborough headed straight for the 
pub, as usual. By the time they were 
due to march off, this group was so 
drunk and disgruntled with their 
leader that they headed back home. 

Figures vary but between 50 and 
70 EDL-ers lined up to march and 
found themselves confronted by both 
anti-fascists and police. But before 
they marched off decent people had 
to rescue a Muslim woman the EDL 
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thugs were about to attack. There 
was an almost hysterical level of 
aggression from one EDL woman. 

The anti-fascist website EDL News 
carried a video and published an 
exchange about the event between 
EDL-ers that evidenced just how 
violent they are. 


The police did not arrest the men who 
tried to attack the Muslim woman. 
Anti-fascists’ complaints about this 
were met with a stupid response from 
the police: well, we did not arrest any 
of you. How kind not to detain those 
who rescued the Muslim woman. 

On the last Friday in July there was 
another manifestation on the part of 
those who want to get up close and 


Nazis stage a 
very small demo 
at Downing Street 


cuddly with the enemies of democracy 
and the perpetrators of growing 
violence against the Muslim and 
Jewish communities. 

Paul Pitt, leader of the South East 
Alliance — a splinter group from the 
EDL -— called on his Nazi thugs to 
demonstrate at the gates of Downing 
Street at tea time in the hope that a 
broad group of people would come 
straight from work to join in. 

In the event only about 35 Nazis 
turned up at 7pm, to be confronted 
again by a large group of police and 
anti-fascists. Despite all his boasting 
about leading the protest, Pitt was 
nowhere to be seen and it was left 
to Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner, 
organiser of the Nazis’ London Forum 
meetings, to take command. Bedford- 
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Turner’s attempts to speak were 
drowned out and the police arrested 
two of the Nazis. 

The following day, Britain First’s 
declaration that it would “invade” 
Coventry also ended in fiasco, with a 
very small group of members hiding 
themselves away in a village, miles 
from the city centre. 

On the same afternoon, veteran 
Nazi Martin Webster and a number of 
his well to do supporters held an anti- 
Jewish gathering and a wreath-laying 
ceremony near St Martin-in-the- 
Fields church in central London, for 
the second year running, before going 
on to a private event in the evening. 


Keynote 


Pitt’s announcement of the Downing 


Street protest was made at the London 


Forum meeting on 2 July where he 
was a keynote speaker. 
During a speech that was packed 


with blatant lies and attempts to boost 


himself up, he announced that he was 
launching the first ever nationalist 
prisoners’ support group. 

Older people in the room were 
astonished. The National Front, back 
in the 1970s, followed by the Third 
Positionists and later the British 
National Party, had all run their own 
prisoners’ support groups. 

Pitt then tried to convince his far 
right audience that he was a good 
Nazi and was being threatened by 
the police and raided at home. He 
muttered something about being 
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bailed. He said he was raising money 
to help the “innocent” Peter “Ako” 
Atkinson, jailed after attacking a 
photographer in Dover in January. 

But Pitt failed to mention that this 
vicious Nazi thug had pleaded guilty, 
like many other Nazis charged with 
offences arising from their anti- 
refugee demonstration in Dover and a 
Nazi riot in Liverpool soon afterwards. 

Although over £300 was raised for 
Pitt’s new con, several people were 
heard to describe Pitt as “a wrong 
un”, suggesting he was a police 
informer trying lead others into 
trouble. 

Just one question: if Pitt was on 
bail, how was he allowed to set up the 
Downing Street demonstration? 


Spain: hardline 
leader on the run 


Some good news from Spain: Pedro Varela, the one- 
time leader of hardline Nazi group CEDADE and a 
recidivist criminal, is on the run after his Barcelona 
headquarters and bookshop was raided in July. 
Two fellow Nazis who run the place were picked 

up and two Romanian men who appeared to be 
“minders” were also caught. 


Does the BNP’s 
Nick Griffin still 
have friends? 


WE NOTED last year that former British National 
Party leader Nick Griffin and millionaire fascist 
terrorist Roberto Fiore are back to being very best 
of pals these days. They were using their Alliance 
for Peace and Freedom (APF) to rub shoulders with 
Nazis from Poland, Italy and Russia, where the 
International Russian Conservative Forum was 
held in March 2015. 

A surprising new name has come to our attention: 
James Dowson, the one-time de facto owner of the 
BNP who raised huge amounts of cash for the party, 
went on to run everything, and then quit when the 
ship started sinking. 

It turns out Dowson attended the Russian event 
too, also under the APF badge. He must have patched 
things up with Griffin. Dowson, a hardline Loyalist, 
will turn his coat in any direction that will enrich him. 

In late June or July Griffin and Fiore were together 
again in Damascus meeting the blood-soaked leaders 
of Syria’s Assad regime. 
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Reports rou nd-up By Gerry Gable 


Conference hears of dangerous days 


earchlight Research 

Associates held a 

successful international 
conference in London on 15 
June. Its theme was that in 
terms of the threat posed by the 
extreme right we are now 
living in the most dangerous of 
days since the end of the second 
world war. 

Three keynote speakers focused 
on the topic “communities 
under fire”. Veteran activist 
Peter Tatchell spoke on the 
threat to LGBT communities. 
Fiyaz Mughal from Tell Mama, 
which defends the UK Muslim 


Cable Street: join 


80th anniversary 
commemoration 


DEAR READERS, an important question for you: 
where will you be at noon on Sunday 9 October? 
Hopefully you will be with the mass of anti-fascists 
young and old gathered in east London to celebrate 
the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street. 
That was the day - 4 October 1936 - that Oswald 
Mosley and the black-shirted members of his British 
Union of Fascists were halted in their attempt to invade 
the working class Jewish area of Stepney, east London. 
The fascists were protected by masses of police on 
foot and horseback, trying to beat a path for the allies of 


Hitler and Mussolini. 


But resistance was so strong from the combination 
of Irish dockers and Jewish tailors and cabinet makers 
that the commissioner of the Metropolitan Police told 
the home secretary he was ordering the enemies of, 


democracy out of the area. 
They did not pass. 


So let's show respect today to our forebears, many of 
whom were soon to take part in the bitter struggle to 


save Spain from fascism. 


And of those who survived the Spanish Civil War, 
many went on to enlist to face the same enemy in 
Germany and Italy in World War Two. 

Watch Searchlight’s website for details of the Battle of 
Cable Street 80th anniversary event. See you there. 
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community against the growing 
threat from Islamophobia, gave 
an overview of the increasing 
attacks faced by Muslims in 
Britain. Gideon Falter, chair 

of the Campaign Against 
Antisemitism, discussed the 
growth of overt actions against 
Britain’s Jewish community. 

The conference then examined 
attempts to improve security 
against racist and openly Nazi 
manifestations across Europe by 
the use of new laws and improved 
government intervention. 

Our speaker was Michael 
Whine, a lifelong anti-fascist and 


founding officer of the Jewish 
safety watchdog CST anda 
European specialist in anti-racist 
legislation. 

I had opened the conference 
by explaining that its purpose 
was to build intelligence and 
analysis on our common 
enemies, as the times we are 
living in have become more and 
more dangerous. 

I was followed by Paul 
Jackson, from the University of 
Northampton, who provided the 
conference with an academic 
overview about the state of the 
far right in this country. 


The Cable Street mural 
commemorates the events 
of 1936 


"Bel 


The final speaker was Anton 
Shekhovtsov, an internationally 
renowned academic and 
expert on the extreme right in 
Russia, who spoke on the topic, 
“Unmasking Vladimir Putin’s 
subversion of both right and left”. 

We closed with a 30-minute 
video interview with Jacob 
Fleming, the best informed 
Polish anti-fascist, filmed only a 
few days before in Poland. 

The audience consisted of 
younger and older academics 
and veterans of the anti-fascist 
and anti-Nazi struggles from 
Britain and abroad. 
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The EU has Tailea us all 


Inside the Exit 


am" votetolgavetheen.dg wae 
tL — Ly 


We look at the racism surrounding the EU referendum debate, below, while Cato 
reports on how Nazis tried to infiltrate Leave campaign events, in our main story 


Hatred and horror 


POLITICAL DEBATE during the campaign 
period leading up to Britain's EU 
referendum vote was short on hard facts 
- as voters on both sides complained - and 
long on scaremongering, particularly over 
immigration. 

As the rhetoric scapegoating immigrants 
became uglier and uglier, UKIP’s Nigel Farage 
hit what seemed to be a new low point with 
the release of the party's notorious “Breaking 
point” poster (above, right). 

This showed a large queue of mainly non- 
white people, with the implication that they 
were bringing some kind of catastrophic crisis 
right to the very borders of Britain. 

It was a “blatant attempt to incite racial 
hatred”, said Dave Prentis, general secretary of 
trade union Unison, who reported the poster 
to the police. “This is scaremongering in its 
most extreme and vile form,” he added. 

Others pointed out the similarities between 
UKIP’s poster and propaganda film footage 
produced by Hitler's Nazis. 
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In this poisonous atmosphere, there was 
another shock to come: the horrific killing of Jo 
Cox, the Labour MP for Batley and Spen, shot 
and stabbed to death in broad daylight while 
on her way to a constituency surgery. 


Killing 

The brutal killing brought a temporary calm 
as both Remain and Leave sides stopped 
campaigning as a mark of respect. But not 
for long. The result of weeks of inflammatory 
rhetoric could be seen in the immediate 
aftermath of the vote to leave the EU. 

Aggressive and violent racists, given 
confidence by the toxic atmosphere of race- 
baiting and immigrant-bashing, launched a 
spate of verbal and physical attacks against 
migrants and black and Asian people - a 
sudden huge spike in racist incidents. 

While hardcore Nazis attempted to infiltrate 
themselves among Leave campaigners (see 
right), the wider climate of heightened racism 
should also be of grave concern. 


ongtime Nazi Richard 
Edmonds and former 
young British National 
Party organiser Kevin 
Layzell were photographed 
campaigning for Britain’s withdrawal 
from the EU brandishing an official 
Vote Leave poster in Croydon on 
28 May and in Briar Road Estate, 
Havering, on 11 and 18 June. 
Edmonds, a former BNP national 
organiser who has now returned to 
the National Front, was convicted of 
a racist attack for throwing a glass at 
a black man outside a pub in 1993. 
Layzell is now an activist with the 
National Front and National Action. 
Another pair of Nazis masquerading 
as official Leave campaigners were 
former Young BNP chair Mark Collett 
and his girlfriend, Eva Van Housen, 
who covered up her swastika tattoo 
while the pair staffed a Leave stall in 
Leeds city centre. The official Vote 
Leave campaign had asked them to 
stop using its material. 
Christopher Knight, aka “Dodge”, 
a musician and Blood & Honour 
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activist, was snapped running a Vote ———————_ despite his name and details of his during the final three months of the 


Leave stall in Newcastle in May and Flowers ata political activities appearing in the referendum campaign. 

attending UKIP’s final “We want our memorial for media just days earlier on 16 June. Jeremy Beck, Glen Isherwood and 

country back” rally in Gateshead in Jo Cox, left, and Harvey, a Conservative Party Gabrielle Peut gatecrashed numerous 

June. The rally was addressed by UKIP's notorious member in Gillingham, Kent, was meetings organised by pro-Brexit 

Conservative MP David Davis, the poster also the founder of the Swinton organisations from across the political 

then UKIP leader Nigel Farage and Circle, which wants “non-Britons” spectrum. 

Labour MP Kate Hoey. to “repatriate” to their countries of They attended a Left Leave 
Jeremy Bedford-Turner, self- ethnic origin. (Lexit) campaign meeting on 18 

proclaimed identitarian and organiser Graham Williamson, a former May, a meeting of the Eurosceptic 

of fascist get-together the London 

a eel aemes 3 eee Longtime Nazi Richard Edmonds and 

lecture at the London School of ‘ : : 

Economics delivered by Professor you ng side kick Kevin Layzell were 

Alan Sked on the case for Brexit. Sked, - ‘ 

professor of international history at photog rap he d brandishing a Vote Le ave 

the LSE, was a founder of UKIP but ° ° ° 

Pile aie sonvkiaasieiate poster in Croydon and in Havering 

had been taken over by racists and the 

far right. National Front deputy chair who is Tories’ Bruges Group on 31 May, a 
Bedford-Turner, the principal now a councillor in Havering under an Communist Party of Britain Marxist- 

coordinator of the extreme nationalist “independent residents” banner, was Leninist meeting on 2 June and an 

movement in Britain, spent half the photographed with local Conservative 11 June meeting of the European 

lecture asleep and was not even stirred MP Andrew Rosindell and UKIP MEP Alliance of EU Critical Movements. 

by the speaker’s discussion of the rise Gerard Batten at the launch of the The CEC was founded in 1988 as 

of the far right in Europe. Havering Leave campaign in Romford an offshoot of the Australian League 
His London Forum is a quasi- market, Essex. of Rights. In 1991 it was taken over 

intellectual discussion group for Infiltrators also came from much by followers of US economist Lyndon 

nationalists, identitarians and further afield. In a bizarre move, three LaRouche Jr, becoming a branch 

traditionalists from across the prominent officials from Australian of the international LaRouche 

European New Right. far right fringe party the Citizens movement, a far right political cult. 
Andrew Edge, a Pegida UK Electoral Council of Australia (CEC) The CEC is virulently antisemitic and 

activist and former English Defence actively campaigned in the UK opposes Aboriginal rights. & 


League Stockport organiser, was 
photographed posing with Nigel 
Farage behind a UKIP Vote to Leave 
placard at UKIP’s rally in Bolton on 
25 May. 

Edge was sentenced to 21 months’ 
imprisonment for violent disorder 
at an EDL demonstration in 
Birmingham in 2013. He has also 
been photographed posing with UKIP 
deputy leader Paul Nuttall and with _ ea | 
Labour MP Kate Hoey MP. Thereisno [iiieatec (asics) 
suggestion that any of the politicians Layzell and 
knew Edge’s identity. friend 

Also lurking at Leave events was 
Alan Harvey, co-founder of the 
Springbok Club, which wants to re- 
establish European rule across Africa 
and mourns the loss of South Africa’s 
apartheid regime. He and two other 
Springbok Club activists attended 
the final Vote Leave rally of the EU 
referendum campaign in London on 
19 June. 

All attendees at the rally had to 
register in advance with Vote Leave 
and their names were checked on 
a database on arrival. Harvey was 
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f a) 
i 
ad 


Layzell in his 
e- BNP days 


Mark Collett and 
Eva Van Housen, 


V ote L eave 


= ’ joreleavetakecontrolorg ¢ Vot L si 
not barred from attending the event ~ i ie ay 
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A new report from Tell Mama shows a huge increase in Islamophobic attacks, 
and reveals details of where incidents take place and who the perpetrators are 


here has been a shocking 
increase in the number of 
attacks on Muslims in just 
one year, a report from 
Tell Mama, has revealed. 
Figures from the organisation that 
monitors anti-Muslim hate showed a 
300% increase in incidents of verbal 
or physical attacks carried out in 
person — not online — in the 2015 
calendar year, compared with the 12 


months to March 2015. The total of 
these “offline” incidents was 437 in 
2015. 


Tell Mama also found that women 


were the victims in 61% of all 


recordable incidents. The data showed 


that 55% of all victims were visibly 


Muslim, but 75% of all female victims 


were visibly Muslim. 
Muslim women were more likely 
than men to be attacked on public 


Where incidents took place 


Public institution, 

6,1% 
Road or highway, 
16, 4% 


Place of work, 
31, 7% 


Household or 
private property, 
31, 7% 


Muslim institution, 


45, 10% 


Educational 
institution, 
46,11% 


Hospital, 6, 1% 


Other, 3, 1% 


Place of 
business, 
53,12% 
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Vandalism and 
Criminal Damage, 


44,10% 


Threatening 
Behaviour, 


34, 7.5% 


Hate speech, 
12, 3% 


Abusive 
behaviour, 
219, 50% 


anti-Muslim 
literature, 
20, 5% 


Type of anti-Muslim incident 


transport or while out shopping. Tell 
Mama found a 326% overall increase 
in street-based anti-Muslim incidents. 

The chart, left, shows that 25% of 
incidents took place in a public area, 
with another 20% on public transport. . 
One in ten attacks targeted a Muslim 
institution such as a mosque or 
Islamic centre. 

Abusive behaviour accounted for 
half of all anti-Muslim incidents — see 
chart above — with assault making 
up 17% and vandalism or criminal 
damage another 10%. 

There was a huge spike in anti- 
Muslim incidents in November 2015, 
in the wake of the terrorist attacks in 
Paris and an inflammatory headline 
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7 January 


Attacks by violent extremists claim 12 lives at 


Charlie Hebdo in Paris. 


17 February 
Three schoolgirls from London 
are feared to have joined 


26 June | 


Kantaoui in Tunisia. 


Daesh in Syria after they ran 
away from home. 


14 February 


Copenhagen attacks leave 
three dead and five wounded, 


with one Jewish man shot 
outside a synagogue by an 
extremist. 


38 holidaymakers killed in a 
terrorist attack in Port El 


13 November 


pi ee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee rr er er er i ee er ee i er ey 


Extremists kill 130 people 

in coordinated attacks 

in Paris and claiming 
alleigance to Daesh. -}—~ 


3 September 

Hungarian Prime Minister. 
Orban said, ‘we do not want 
a large number of Muslim 
people in our country’ as 
the refugee crisis in Europe 
escalated. 


The Sun publishes the 

controversial ‘1 in 5 Brit 
Muslims’ sympathy for “> 

jihadis’ headline. 


Vandalism/ 
Criminal Damage 


Threatening 
Behaviour 


Hate Speech 


15.24 dan ss 


28 dy 6 


16 Sey 15 


Anti-Muslim incidents, week by week, in 2015 


in the Sun newspaper, as the graph 
above shows 

Worryingly, many victims reported 
that they did not see bystanders 
challenging abusive perpetrators 
— something that compounded the 
insecurity and alienation that victims 
felt after experiencing anti-Muslim 
hatred. 

Analysis of online hate incidents 
reveals the role of far right racist 
organisations. Tell Mama found that 
45% of perpetrators of online anti- 
Muslim hate incidents supported 
far right extremist groups. Of the 
incidents Tell Mama picked up 
on Twitter, 88% involved abusive 
language and/or harassment, while 
11% involved violent threats. 

The use of the word “burn” in 
online hate incidents was particularly 
disturbing. This came up in relation to 
direct and indirect threats and in calls 
for attacks on mosques. 

A particularly stark finding is that 
the perpetrators of anti-Muslim 
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hate incidents are often young. 

Data collected directly from victims 
highlighted that the largest proportion 
of incidents involved perpetrators who 
were aged between 13 and 18. 

This is especially worrying given 
that opinion polls often show young 
people are less likely than older 
people to harbour racist, xenophobic 
or anti-Muslim sentiments. 


Teenagers 


Tell Mama said the finding “suggests 
that some teenagers are being 
radicalised and are moving away 
from the mainstream views of their 
age group who are much more 
multicultural in their orientation”. 
The research showed clusters 
of anti-Muslim hate incidents in 
geographical areas with larger Muslim 
populations and with lots of transport 
hubs leading to city centres. 
The monitoring group also found 
that 11% of all incidents reported 
had taken place in schools or other 


The graph and 


charts on these 
pages are taken 
from the Tell 
Mama report, The 
Geography of Anti- 
Muslim Hatred 


Discrimination 


Anti-Muslim 
Literature 


Abusive 
behaviour 


educational establishments. Of the 
total of 46 incidents reported in 
educational institutions, 35 (76%) 
involved either abusive behaviour or a 
physical attack. 

“Given that schools are an 
important place for educating 
and socialising young people in 
multicultural settings, the fact 
that there are more incidents in 
educational institutions than took 
place against Muslim institutions is 
troubling,” Tell Mama said. 

The organisation added, “It 
also suggests that the Department 
for Education and Ofsted need 
to consider anti-Muslim bullying 
and hate in evaluations of schools 
and ensure that teaching staff are 
adequately trained to identify, 
challenge and combat bigotry towards 
Muslims in the classroom.” ® 


@ The full report, The Geography 
of Anti-Muslim Hatred, is available 
online at is.gd/tellmama2015 
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Behind the | 


xtreme right violence is poorly understood and 

poses questions that are increasingly relevant 

today. How common are violent attacks by 

extreme right activists? Do they pose as large a 

threat as Islamist-inspired violence? Often the 
perpetrators of the most violent and murderous extreme 
right attacks are casually labelled “lone wolves” in the 
media, but are they really acting alone? 

These incidents are also often described as seemingly 
random attacks, but is this true? Does the extreme right 
really represent a “terrorist” threat, or is it too amateur 
and disorganised to be considered akin to, say, Islamist 
terrorism? And is violence coming from the extreme right 
driven by mental health issues, not ideology? 

This article seeks to address these questions. While there 
are no easy answers, it aims to give a clearer sense of how 
we ought to think about extreme right violence. 

The issue is not new. In 2011, shortly before the attacks 
by Anders Behring Breivik in Norway that left 77 dead, 
Searchlight published a report on the threat posed by 
supposed lone wolf terrorists from the extreme right, Lone 
Wolves: myth or reality? Its main argument was that the 
term “lone wolf” is misleading. We suggested that the term is 
problematic as it places far too much stress on the idea 
that such figures are true “loners”, people with no relationship 
to political organisations that promote or condone such 
political violence. 


Extreme right culture 


In reality, the violent attackers motivated by extreme 
right ideas are not loners, even if they carry out their acts 
of violence alone. They are the product of a much wider 
extremist milieu. The act of political violence is just the tip 
of the iceberg of what has led them to this point. 

The so-called lone wolves are typically helped and 
encouraged by a much broader movement, one that plays a 
crucial role in the individual’s radicalisation. To tackle the 
issue of acts of terror inspired by extreme right ideology, 
it is crucial to understand and monitor that movement 
more generally. 
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Paul Jackson is 
a senior lecturer 
in history at 
Northampton 
University, 
specialising in 
extreme right 
ideology today 


Paul Jackson 


So-called ‘lone wolves’ may act alone to carry out 
murderous attacks, but they are linked to a violent 
extreme right milieu, our regular analyst argues 


one wolf 


‘People who are dubbed lone wolves are often inspired 
by elements of extreme right ideology, especially the parts 
of this culture imported from the US neo-Nazi scene that 
romanticise the lone actor taking on society. This is a 
scene that, more generally, also offers an environment 
promoting antisemitic conspiracy theories, hatred of non- 
white people and pseudo-religious ideas such as Christian 
Identity and Wotanism. Themes such as “white genocide” 
also epitomise this culture’s mistrustful mindset, always 
steeped in the rhetoric of victimhood. This culture can be 
used creatively to develop all manner of pseudo-moral 
justifications for violent activity. 


Lone wolf strategy 


Holding together the many disparate ideas within the 
extreme right is the oft-repeated theme of the movement 
overcoming an — imagined — existential crisis facing the 
nation and the white race by enacting a violent revolution. 
One strategy to achieve this revolution is via the “lone 
wolf”. The term was popularised, especially in the 1990s, 
by figures such as former Ku Klux Klan grand wizard Tom 
Metzger and his fellow US white supremacist Alex Curtis. 
It was styled as a way to help people engage in extreme 
activity, make an impact and avoid detection. 

Essays such as Louis Beam’s Leaderless Resistance and 
books such as The Turner Diaries, by US National Alliance 
founder William Luther Pierce — which was copied in 
Britain by influential neo-Nazi Colin Jordan in his own 
equivalent The Uprising — typify the mythology promoting 
revolutionary violence. This culture was endorsed in the 
US by groups such as the National Alliance, imported into 
Britain and spread via organisations such as Combat 18 and 
the National Socialist Movement. Since the 1990s, in the era 
of the internet and social media, the idea of the lone wolf has 
become one of many tactics on the extreme right — an idea 
that is out there, and all too easily accessible. 

Although it is only one element of extreme right 
culture, for those going through a process that combines 
radicalisation by others with self-radicalisation, the lone 
wolf mythology can encourage the belief that society is 
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Violent attackers motivated by extreme 
right ideas are not loners. They are the 
product of a much wider extremist milieu 


on the edge of a profound disaster — but all this can be 
resolved by someone who will step up to become a hero. 
Political essays, fiction, skewed histories of the 20th century, 
speculative political philosophies offering a “higher truth” 
and emotive, radical critiques of mainstream society all 
combine to make the lone wolf mythology a potentially 
exciting counter-culture of extremism. 

Academics, such as Roger Griffin in his book Terrorist’s 
Creed, have explored the importance of this type of 
powerful, mythic element to extreme right ideology, and 
its crucial role in fostering violence. Griffin identifies how 
a wide range of extremist literature idealising the role of 
the revolutionary hero can lead people down a pathway of 
radicalisation. 

This process is also facilitated by direct and indirect 
contact with racist and extremist groups, which offer a 
wider literature with advice on how to make weapons. 
While those who carry out violence tend to be critical of 
larger groups, as they appear to be not doing enough, wider 
organisations are crucial for developing a sustained culture 
of extremism. From this literature, people inspired to 
action can join the dots between identifying the “problem” 
and implementing a “solution”. It encourages them to 
make a choice to take things into 
their own hands. The 
lone wolf mythology 
helps activists 


had links with the 
English Defence 
League in the 
months before 
his attacks 
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Anders Breivik 


who want to cross this line to think about themselves in 
several crucial ways. 

Firstly, the lone wolf mythology fosters a profound sense 
of opposition to the political and cultural mainstream, to 
the point where society is viewed as facing some sort of 
immediate, existential threat — one that mainstream culture 
simply does not understand, it is claimed. 

Secondly, it legitimises the action taken by those 
sensitive to this crisis, painting them as part of a vanguard 
working towards revolution. The mythology even claims 
future generations will worship members of this supposed 
elite. Thirdly, prospective lone wolves are told to act 
alone or in tiny cells, and are encouraged to believe that, 
although they may not see them, there are other similar 
cells or individuals “out there”. 

Finally, the mythology encourages people who engage in 
political violence to think of themselves as revolutionaries, 
helping them believe their actions will have a far greater 
significance than is actually likely. 

The extreme right’s lone wolf mythology certainly 
inspires violence. Yet there are a number of cliches about 
those on the extreme right who carry out violent attacks 
that need to be challenged to help us develop a richer 
understanding of this issue. 


CLICHE No. 1: the idea that extreme right violence by 
individuals and small groups is far less likely to occur than 
Islamist violence. 

Threats from Islamist groups are certainly significant 
and well known so tackling this issue forms the bulk of 
policy such as the Prevent agenda in Britain. However, this 
bias ignores the slightly lower but nevertheless broadly 
comparable level of threat posed by the extreme right. 

A recent report by the Royal United Services Institute 
(RUSI) on what it called lone-actor terrorism, drew out 
this point well. 

Its analysis highlights that in the past 15 years a very 
significant threat has been posed by the extreme 
right across Europe from those acting alone or in 
small groups. 

It adds: “Given the intense public focus on 

religiously inspired terrorism, the finding that 
rightwing extremists account for a similar 
proportion of perpetrators... is particularly 
significant. Moreover, the number of far 

right attacks is likely to be even higher due to 

under-reporting by the media.” 

RUSI’s dataset suggests that, over the 

15 years, 38% of “launched attacks” were 

religiously inspired and 24% were attributable 

to the extreme right. But although they were 
perhaps slightly less likely to occur, attacks 
launched by extreme right individuals were 
much more likely to result in fatalities. 
While RUSTI’s data is problematic, as it is 
derived from media reporting, this important study 
highlights that the level of risk from extreme right 
political violence is at a broadly similar level to that 
driven by supposedly religiously inspired motives, such 
as Islamism. It underscores that these two categories 
combined form the main threats from politically motivated 
violence by individuals and small groups. 
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the idea that extreme right lone wolves 
are loners. We should reflect on what is meant by 
“loneness” — is someone interacting with online materials 
acting alone or are they engaging with a wider community? 
In general terms, all political extremists identify with 
others to some degree, most now use online materials 
generated by others to make sense of their actions, and 


most believe they have a relationship with a wider political the security risks posed, such as RUSI, recognise that the S 
cause. While in a purely legal sense these attackers Ss trully solo actor is a rarity. In fact, we are also talking about 
act alone, a richer appreciation of the extreme right David Copeland's small, radicalised groups of people acting in twos and 
underscores the crucial role that the wider community targets: Brick threes, not just single individuals. 
plays in radicalisation. Lane, the Admiral Sometimes, individuals radicalised by extreme right 

Moreover, both the extreme right originators of the lone Duncan pub and ideologies also pass through larger extreme right parties 
wolf mythology, such as Metzger, and those who analyse Brixton and organisations. David Copeland, the 1999 London 


nailbomber who targeted Brick Lane, Brixton and the 
Admiral Duncan pub, aiming at the Asian, black and LGBT 
communities, was a member of the National Socialist 
Movement after leaving the British National Party. 

Breivik had links with the English Defence League in the 
months before his attacks, seeing its emergence as a sign of 
“progress”, although he thought it lacked a sufficiently clear 
ideology. Indirectly or more directly, such extreme right 
groups play a crucial role in licensing extremist activity from 
which they may formally distance themselves. 

The relationships that extreme right terrorists have 
with larger parties and groups need more research. In its 
report, RUSI developed data suggesting that for many such 
individuals, there tends not to be evidence of interaction in 
a sustained way with wider groups. 

But absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. 
Closer monitoring of these groups would probably reveal 
greater levels of engagement with larger extreme right 
groups. It might also suggest that they decide on violent 
acts to overcome frustration at a perceived lack of action. 
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Wisely, then, RUSI also stress the “need for greater 
surveillance of groups which advocate violence and those 
who interact with them”. 


CLICHE No. 3: the view that extreme right political 
violence is “random”. This is again not really the case. 
Extreme right violence emerges from a small but 
continuing extremist counterculture spread over a wide 
range of tiny groups. It is a milieu that seizes on emotive 
events, and responds to wider developments in society. 

Reports by watchdog groups, such as Tell Mama and 
the Campaign Against Antisemitism, highlight the clear 
relationship between major international events and spikes 
in hate crime. Meanwhile, key academics studying US 
extreme right political violence, such as Pete Simi, argue 
convincingly that there are trends linked to both internal 
development within the movement and to wider issues 
beyond the extreme right that can help us develop a better 
understanding of patterns of extreme right violence. 

More work needs to be done for these patterns to be 
fully understood. Especially in Britain, the available 
data is not developed and analysed in enough detail to 
discern such trends, and there is not enough scrutiny to 
fully understand the relationships between extreme right 
violence and wider events. In addition, analysis driven by 
policy needs does not always capture the wider issues that 
underpin waves of political violence. 


CLICHE No. 4: the view that the extreme right is too 
disorganised to be a serious threat. The extreme right 
in Britain has historically had an image problem: its 
protagonists are often portrayed as drunks, men incapable 
of serious activity, who are at times unhinged. Ironically, 
this can play to the advantage of the extreme right. 
Although its activists certainly come across as people with 
limited levels of organisational skill and ability, this is no 
reason to dismiss the threat posed by the extreme right. 
Such casual dismissal can help set up a simplistic 
contrast between the “amateur” and therefore lesser threat 
posed by the extreme right and the “professional” and 
therefore greater threat posed by Islamist groups. While 
some elements of the extreme right do fit the stereotype 
of three men in a pub with a dog, other elements of the 


milieu do not. RUSI highlights that, perhaps because it is 
less sophisticated, extreme right political violence can be 
far more difficult to spot, compared with Islamist-inspired 
violence. Incredibly, 40% of potential attackers from the 
extreme right who were discovered before they carried out 
an attack were found by chance, not through intelligence. 
There are some profiling details that are useful for 
identification. Typically, extreme right solo and small- 
group violence is committed by men in and around their 
forties. Unlike younger Islamists, they are far less likely 
to undergo noticeable behavioural changes, making 


It is necessary to disempower the 
extreme right culture that promotes a 
mythology licensing violence 


their radicalisation harder to detect. Nevertheless, many 
do disclose their activity in some way before a planned 
attack, highlighting the need for greater levels of internet 
monitoring. 

Looking forwards, approaches to tackling extreme right 
political violence are due a rethink — and new policy is 
needed to deal with it. As with other forms of political 
violence, people attracted to this milieu can the see their 
actions through the lens of an existential conflict with a 
political and social system set against them. Extreme right 
culture more generally is crucial to fostering this mindset. 
To tackle the issue of extreme right political violence, it is 
necessary to find ways to disempower the extreme right 
culture that promotes a mythology licensing violence. 

The cliches surrounding the lone wolf need to be 
challenged. It is in the interests of the extreme right for the 
violence it inspires to be written off as the actions of isolated 
loners — people who are mad, not driven by ideology — 
without looking at the wider patterns. Such simplifications 
should be avoided, with a much richer and deeper 
understanding of the issue fostered instead. * 


w For more information, see Searchlight’s report Lone 
Wolves: myth or reality at lonewolfproject.org.uk 


Psychology and political violence 


CLICHE No. 5: the idea that extreme 
right violence is committed by people 
with mental heath issues is another 
cliche that needs examination. 
Academics such as Ramon Spaaij have 
highlighted that there is often a mental 
health issue in terrorists who act alone, 
something much less likely in those who act 
in larger cells. Solo attackers also tend to 
include a personal as well as an ideological 
element in their justification for violence. 
There is a psychological dimension to 
understanding such political violence. But 
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Spaaij and others also stress that mental 
health vulnerabilities do not really explain 
why the protagonists carry out violence. 

Anders Behring Breivik’s two conflicting 
psychological reports epitomise this issue: 
one suggested he was mad, the other 
that he was responsible for his actions. 
Importantly, Breivik was eventually found 
responsible - and convicted - in court. 

In summary, mental health issues are 
often part of the picture, but they do not 
explain away political violence. The issue 
is a particularly divisive one, especially as 


explanations relating to mental health are 
far less likely to feature in reporting on 
Islamist political violence and this disparity 
rightly leads to wider questions regarding 
bias in the media coverage. 

Each case is different, but the research 
suggests psychological issues are part 
of the story. However, there needs to be 
greater scrutiny of this. Importantly, mental 
health issues should not be used to excuse 
people for their actions, or suggest that an 
extreme right ideology was not a crucial 
motivating element. 
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Russia review 


Extreme right groups in Russia took to the streets in May 
against a background of continuing racist and xenophobic 
attacks, monitoring by the Sova centre reveals 


ive people fell victim to 
attacks by racists and 
neo-Nazis during a grim 
May this year, in Moscow, 
St Petersburg, and the 
Primorsky Krai region in the far south 
east of Russia. This takes the total 
to one person killed and 24 injured 
across ten regions of Russia so far this 
year. Another two people received 
serious threats to their lives. 

We also noted no fewer than four 
acts of vandalism that could be 
considered as motivated by hatred. 
These were in St Petersburg, the 
Arkhangelsk and Kemerovo regions, 
and the Republic of Karelia. Since 
the beginning of the year, we have 
recorded at least 16 such instances of 
ideologically motivated vandalism in 
13 regions of the country. 


Notable 


As usual, the most notable event 
during the month was the “Russian 
Mayday” — a far right event staged 
on 1 May. The march, which was 
organised by ultra-nationalist group 
the Russian Action Coalition (RKD), 
proceeded between two Metro stops 
in central Moscow. According to Sova 
Centre’s observers, the march drew 88 
participants. 

The same day, about 50 members 
of the extreme right National 
Liberation Movement (NOD) marched 
in a column with participants of a 
demonstration on Red Square that was 
organised by the Russian Federation of 
Independent Labour Unions. 

And on Samotechnaya Square, 
at a Mayday of Progressive Leftists’ 
demonstration, Dmitry “Enteo” 
Tsorionov, the leader of the God’s 
Will movement, an ultra-religious 
nationalist group, showed up with 
supporters to “break up a gay parade”. 
Police prevented them from getting to 
the demonstration. 
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All in all, events were held in 
another six cities, under the Russian 
Mayday banner — about the same as 
last year — with the majority drawing 
few participants. 

But in a few cities, Russian 
nationalists held demonstrations 
on the 2 May anniversary of events 
in Odessa, Ukraine, in 2014. In 


The leader of the God’s Will 
movement showed up with 
supporters to ‘breakupa 
gay parade’ 


Moscow, Igor Strelkov’s January 25 
Committee held a demonstration on 
Suvorovskaya Square and laid flowers 
at the Alexander Garden. Between 
250-350 people participated. Aside 
from that, events with low turnout 
were held in St Petersburg, Voronezh 
and the Krasnodar region. 

We became aware of three guilty 
verdicts against five individuals in 
cases of racist violence where the 
court took account of a hate motive. 
These were in Tatarstan and the 
Saratov and Stavropol regions. 

Since the beginning of 2016, 

Sova Centre has counted nine such 
convictions against 16 individuals, in 
nine regions of Russia. 

There was only one conviction for 
xenophobically motivated vandalism 
in May. In Vyatskie Polyany, in the 
Kirov region, a vandal who hacked 
up a cross was sentenced to one year 
of restricted liberty. In all, since the 
beginning of 2016, we are aware of 
four rulings related to xenophobic 
vandalism. 

There were at least 21 convictions 
for xenophobic propaganda, with 32 
individuals convicted in 20 regions 
of Russia. One notable case involved 


Extreme right 
demonstrators 
carry the old 
black, gold and 
white Russian 
imperial flag 


ten members of the ultra-right group 
Attack in Moscow’s Ziuzinsky Court. 
Each defendant was found guilty of 
breaking laws relating to participation 
in an extremist network, incitement 
of hatred or hostility committed by 
an organised group and dealing with 
illegal weapons. They all received 
suspended sentences. Two other 
members had been sentenced earlier 
— one to two years’ imprisonment, 
while the other, group founder 
Vladimir Kudryashov, was detained 
in the Luhansk National Republic in 
Ukraine, and was sentenced to a year 
in a penal colony. 

A case that drew significant media 
attention was the 27-month sentence 
handed to Andrey Bubeev for the 
publication on social media site 
VKontakte of materials the court 
found to be incitements to extremism 
and threatening to the territorial 
integrity of the country. It is Sova 
Centre’s position that this ruling was 
partially improper and excessive, 
even taking into account that this is 
the second ruling against Bubeev (the 
first of which was also at least partially 
improper). 

But Bubeev was not the sole 
individual sentenced to real punitive 
measures in response to speech in 
May 2016. According to our data for 
the month, there were at least two 
other such excessive rulings. All in all, 
nine people were sentenced to prison. 

So far in 2016 Russian courts 
have convicted 96 individuals in 83 
xenophobic propaganda cases. * 


@ This is an edited version of the May 
review of racism and xenophobia 

in Russia, by Sova Centre for 
Information and Analysis. For more 
information see sova-center.ru/en 
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The Munich shooting that left nine dead, on the anniversary of the Breivik attacks, 
heightens concerns over lack of action against the extreme right, writes Gerry Gable 


hen 18 year 
old Ali David 
Sonboly 
opened fire 
- tes at a Munich 
McDonald’s, killing nine and injuring 
35 before shooting himself, the 
international media at first assumed 
his murderous action was, like other 
recent mass killings in northern 
Europe, inspired by ISIS. In fact most 
of his victims were from Turkish or 
Kosovan backgrounds. 

Some things were clear. The attack 
took place on the fifth anniversary of 
the slaughter by Nazi Anders Behring 
Breivik in Norway and Sonboly had a 
photo of Breivik on his mobile phone. 

He had shown interest in a plan by 
a 15 year old boy to carry out a school 
bombing, but the boy had changed his 
mind. The boy told police that Sonboly 
had seen it as an honour that he shared 
a birthday with Adolf Hitler. 

The police say they found evidence 
in Sonboly’s room that indicated 
a sick interest in school massacres 
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and it appeared he had gone ona 
pilgrimage to a school in Germany 
where a massacre had taken place. 

Sonboly was clear that he saw 
himself as German and hated Arabs 
and Muslims. But he was proud of his 
Iranian heritage which, he would point 
out, made him an Aryan. 


The massacre came amid continuing 
concern that not enough action is 
being taken against the extreme right 
in Germany. 

When a Nazi terror cell, the 
National Socialist Underground 
(NSU), carried out a series of murders 
from 2000 onwards, with victims 
mainly of Turkish origin, police failed 
to link them with each other or with 
far right extremism. 

The sole survivor of the NSU’s three 
core members, Beate Zschape, has 
been on trial since 2013. A handful 
of minnows among its followers have 
also faced the courts with little result. 
There appears to be evidence linking 


The McDonald's 


restaurant in 
Munich where the 
massacre took 
place and, inset, 
the killer 


a copy of the British Nazi publication 
Stormer to NSU bombmaking. But 
police have not tried to interview the 
men behind the magazine, who were 
convicted of race hate crimes in 2005. 

The story has persisted that the 
three NSU leaders had met with 
another well known British Nazi at an 
international gig in Eastern Europe 
some years ago. 

In July, German police arrested 
60 suspected far right extremists 
after dozens of raids prompted 
by the promotion of Nazism and 
antisemitism on social media. It 
was Germany's first nationwide 
operation against hate speech. Shortly 
afterwards Polish counter-terrorism 
police carried out raids against Nazi 
groups in Poland. 

Nevertheless the German security 
service still has a long way to go 
before it is clear of the stench left 
behind after turning a blind eye for 
so many years to the activities of the 
NSU, including the murder of a police 
officer in 2007. 
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Blocked iden 


US white supremacist 
and self-proclaimed 
‘identitarian’ Richard 

Spencer has been 
banned from Britain, 


we report below, while 
Paul Jackson examines 
his politics, opposite 


NPI 


THE NATIONAL POLICY INSTITUTE 


e announce 
tonight that 
Richard 
Spencer, of 
the American 
National Policy Institute, has this 
week been banned from the UK for 
life...” So ran a statement on Facebook 
by the Traditional Britain Group, 
which brings together Nazis and far 
right Tories. 

The 9 July statement said the ban 
had been announced by the then home 
secretary Theresa May “because 
she does not approve of his political 
views”. 

Spencer’s exclusion came after a 
year of campaigning by Searchlight. 
This white supremacist who calls 
himself an “identitarian” and presents 
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himself as an intellectual, is already 
banned from Hungary, a ban that 
would also prevent him entering any 
of the 26 European countries covered 
by the Schengen Agreement. 

Searchlight editor Gerry Gable said: 
“It has taken since May 2015 to get 
people at the Home Office to deal with 
Richard Spencer’s regular visits to 
Europe including the UK. 

“Spencer was one of several Nazi 
overseas visitors to the UK who were 
included in the report that Searchlight 
prepared for the Home Office last 
year, and at least one more has also 
been banned.” 

The Traditional Britain Group was 
furious at the exclusion of Spencer, 
who has appeared in the past at 
its events. It added: “Richard is a 


Richard Spencer, 


now banned from 
Britain 


highly educated and very respectable 
gentleman who has visited Britain 
many times since he was a child. 

“He was one of the distinguished 
speakers at the Traditional Britain 
Group annual conference in October 
2013 in London.” 

This was not the first banning 
order against what the group dubbed 
“decent people who do not agree” with 
May’s “liberal-fascist idea of society” 
the organisation said. 

“We are entering a new Dark 
Age where opinions are banned. It 
would be a tragedy if ever the fake 
Conservative Party elected someone 
of this calibre as their leader let alone 
prime minister,” it warned in the 
statement issued just days before May 
entered Number 10. * 
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ichard Spencer’s clean-cut appearance 

conceals a radical white separatist whose goal 

is the establishment of a white ethno-state 

in North America. His writings and speeches 

portray this as a reasonable defence of 
Caucasians and Eurocentric culture. In Spencer’s myopic 
worldview, white people have been “dispossessed” by a 
combination of rising minority birth rates, immigration 
and government policies he abhors. 

Fighting this alleged dispossession is the focus of the 
tax-exempt organisation he heads, the National Policy 
Institute (NPI). According to NPI’s mission statement, it 
aims “to elevate the consciousness of whites, ensure our 
biological and cultural continuity, and protect our civil 
rights. The institute... will study the consequences of the 
ongoing influx that non-Western populations pose to our 
national identity.” 

Spencer became president of NPI in 2011, following 
the death of its chair, longtime white nationalist Louis 
R Andrews. Concurrently, he oversees NPI’s publishing 
division, Washington Summit Publishers, home of such 
scientifically bogus works as a 2015 reissue of Richard 
Lynn’s Race Differences in Intelligence and screeds by 
other white nationalists, including Jared Taylor, editor 
of the racist American Renaissance journal, and Sam 
Francis, the late editor of the white supremacist Council of 
Conservative Citizens’ newsletter. 

In 2012, Spencer launched an offshoot of Washington 
Summit Publishers called Radix Journal, a website and 
biannual publication whose contributors include notorious 
antisemite Kevin MacDonald, a retired professor at 
California State University. 


Separatism 


Described as a leading “academic racist” by the Southern 
Poverty Law Centre, Spencer takes a quasi-intellectual 
approach to white separatism. In an online NPI recruiting, 
video, he employs the tone of a sociologist discussing 
demographics: “As long as whites continue to avoid and deny 
their own racial identity, at a time when almost every other 
racial and ethnic category is rediscovering and asserting its 
own, whites will have no chance to resist their dispossession.” 
Spencer acquired that academic tone while obtaining 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of Virginia and 
a master’s degree in humanities from the University of 
Chicago. It is part of an image-conscious strategy meant to 
appeal to educated, middle-class whites. He dresses neatly, 
eschews violence and works to sound rational. 
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Paul Jackson is 
a senior lecturer 
in history at 
Northampton 
University, 
specialising in 
extreme right 
ideology today 
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“We have to look good,” he told Salon.com writer Lauren 
Fox, because no one is going to want to join a movement 
that is “crazed or ugly or vicious or just stupid”. 

In 2007, after obtaining his master’s degree, Spencer 
took a job as assistant editor at American Conservative 
magazine, where he was later fired for his radical 
views, according to former colleague J Arthur Bloom. 
Following that, Spencer became executive editor of the 
paleoconservative website, Taki’s Magazine. In 2010, 
Spencer founded AlternativeRight, a supremacy-themed 
webzine aimed at the “intellectual right wing”, where he 
remained until joining NPI. 

One of Spencer’s first acts after taking over NPI was to 
move its headquarters from Washington, DC to Whitefish, 
Montana, where he lives — a region where hate and 
anti-government groups have been fairly numerous. But 
if Spencer is eyeing Whitefish as a locale for his Aryan 
homeland, he faces significant opposition. In December 
2014, the Whitefish City Council debated an anti-hate 
ordinance barring groups such as NPI from assembling 


in the community. After concerns were raised about free 
speech, the council ultimately settled on a resolution 
supporting diversity and tolerance. 

Spencer spoke at that council meeting, saying the anti- 
hate ordinance would have granted the right to “police our 
minds” but claiming that he supported the diversity and 
tolerance resolution. “But real diversity includes thinking 
differently,” the local Flathead Beacon newspaper quoted 
him as saying. “Real diversity is not people of all different 
shapes and colours acting the same way. That is the 
diversity of a Coke commercial.” 

Real diversity and tolerance apparently only go so 
far, however. In an address at white supremacist Jared 
Taylor’s 2013 American Renaissance conference, Spencer 
called for “peaceful ethnic cleansing”. As an example of 
how this could be accomplished, he cited the 1919 Paris 
Peace Conference, where new national boundaries were 
formed at the end of World War One. “Today, in the public 
imagination, ‘ethnic cleansing’ has been associated with 
civil war and mass murder (understandably so),” Spencer 
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said. “But this need not be the case. 1919 is a real example 
of successful ethnic redistribution — done by fiat, we should 
remember, but done peacefully.” 

Spencer also has termed his mission a “sort of white 
Zionism”, that would inspire whites with the dream of such 
a homeland just as Zionism helped spur the establishment 
of Israel. A white ethno-state would be an Altneuland — an 
old, new country — he said, attributing the term to Theodor 
Herzl, a founding father of Zionism. 

Such historical comparisons show how desperate 
Spencer is to legitimise his agenda. After all, if white people 
are dispossessed, why shouldn’t they get a homeland, too? 
The problem, of course, is that white Americans have not 
been dispossessed, no matter how often that claim is made 
by ideologues of the racist right. 

But Spencer is doing his best to make it seem that they 
are. When the 2011 census revealed that for the first time 
the majority of children born in the US were non-white, 
Spencer concluded that efforts to restrict immigration were 
“meaningless” going forward. “Even if all immigration, 
legal and illegal, were miraculously halted tomorrow 
morning, our country’s demographic destiny would merely 
be delayed by a decade or two,” he told the American 
Renaissance audience. “Put another way, we could win the 
immigration battle and nevertheless lose the country, and 
lose it completely.” 

Although Spencer has repeatedly denied that he is a 
racist, his protests amount to a semantic debate over 
what “racist” means. “Racist isn’t a descriptive word. It’s 
a pejorative word. It is the equivalent of saying, ‘I don’t 
like you.’ ‘Racist’ is just a slur word,” he told the Flathead 
Beacon. “I think race is real, and I think race is important. 
And those two principles do not mean I want to harm 
someone or hate someone. But the notion that these people 
can be equal is not a scientific way of looking at it.” 

Elsewhere, he has decried what he terms an overly 
expansive definition of racism by “Cultural Marxists”. In 
a 2013 NPI column, he wrote: “But for most academics 
and policy-makers — who could be referred to as ‘Cultural 
Marxists’ — the definition of ‘racism’ is much, much more 
expansive; it encompasses culture, ‘privilege,’ societal 
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assumptions and values, and all sorts of things they 

deem to be expressions of power. The hetero-normative 
marriage, Christmas, nationalist soccer fandom can each 
be considered ‘racist,’ in that each is an avatar of European 
civilisation and consciousness—and thus an obstacle for 
‘multicultural’ globalism.” 


Pseudo-scientific 


Spencer has said he would gladly accept Germans, Latins 
and Slavic immigrants in his proposed ethno-state — 
ironically, groups that faced severe discrimination in 

late 19th century US society. These foreigners and their 
customs, including Catholicism, spurred the creation 

of Know-Nothing societies, which eventually became 
known as the American Party. Pseudo-scientific studies 
were released, such as Carl Brigham’s A Study of Human 
Intelligence (1923), which claimed that Slavs and Italians, 
among others, were of inferior intelligence. 

But today, kielbasa sausage — brought to the US by Poles 
— is considered as American as apple pie, and these non- 
Anglo Saxons are embraced by Spencer because of their 
white skins. They have assimilated. 

To Spencer, however, assimilation is a “deceptive” 
term. In his foreword to a new edition of racist eugenicist 
Madison Grant’s 1933 Conquest of a Continent, Spencer 
wrote: “Hispanic immigrants have been assimilating 
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Whitefish, 
Montana: a 
beautiful town 
spoiled only by 
Spencer's HQ. 
Local residents 
have protested 
against his 
presence 


statement condemning “all xenophobic and exclusionary 
organisations that discriminate based on religion or 
ethnicity”. Planned reservations at the Larus Centre 
venue were cancelled. On 3 October Spencer was arrested 
while meeting informally with other participants at a 

cafe that was to have been an alternate venue. He was 
jailed for three days, deported and banned for three years 
from entering all 26 European countries covered by the 
Schengen Agreement that have abolished controls at their 
common borders. 

Back in the US, stronger free speech protections enable 
Spencer to hold such conferences. But even though he 
idealises an American society founded by European whites, 
he rejects the principles of egalitarianism enshrined in the 
US Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. 

Indeed, he takes issue with conservatives who advocate 
returning the US to its “founding principles”. Even if that 
did happen, the outcome would be the same, according to 
Spencer. “One should not rewind a movie, play it again, 
and then be surprised when it reaches the same unhappy 
ending. Should we, for instance, really be fighting for 
‘limited government’ or the Constitution, so that the Afro- 


downward across generations towards the culture and Mestizo-Caribbean melting pot can enjoy the blessing of 
behaviour of African-Americans. Indeed, one possible liberty and a sound currency?” he asked the American 
outcome of the ongoing demographic transformation is Renaissance gathering. 


a thoroughly miscegenated — and thus homogenous and 
‘assimilated’ — nation, which would have little resemblance 
to the White America that came before it.” 

Indeed, this applies to the European “motherland” as 
well. In a promo for NPI’s 2013 Leadership Conference 
in Washington, DC Spencer opined that both Europe and 
the US were experiencing economic, moral and cultural 
bankruptcy under the pressure of “mass immigration, 
multiculturalism, and the natural expression of religious 


and ethnic identities by non-Europeans”. In Spencer’s ethno-state there would be no such 
. Spencer’s efforts to reach out to European nationalists problems. In a July 2014 column in NPI’s Radix Journal, 
have not gone well, however. In October 2014 his attempt he lauded the “greatest address” of Alexander Stephens, 
to hold an NPI conference in Budapest, Hungary, vice president of the pro-slavery Confederacy during the 
resulted in his arrest and expulsion. Dubbed the 2014 US Civil War, in which Stephens said US Founding Father 
European Congress, the conference featured an array of Thomas Jefferson was wrong about “all men being created 
white nationalists from both Europe and the US. Among equal”. Spencer endorsed that sentiment, saying: “Ours, 
the scheduled speakers were Jared Taylor of American too, should be a declaration of difference and distance — 
Renaissance, Philippe Vardon from the far right French ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are 
Bloc Identitaire movement, Russian ultra-nationalist created unequal.’ In the wake of the old world, this will be 
Alexander Dugin and Hungarian rightwing extremist MP our proposition.” ® 
Marton Gyongyosi. oes et ai ser teneie 000.2 eyo the noitiien = 
Before the conference even started, the Hungarian w This is an edited version of an article that first appeared 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade released a in The Post War American Far Right, Palgrave, 2014 
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Equality and solidarity were key themes for trade unionists 
during this summer's round of conferences and labour 
movement events. Cathy Pound from Trade Union Friends 


of Searchlight was there 


PCS 2016, Brighton 


his year’s conference of the PCS civil 
i service union took place at the end of 
May against a background of a huge 
onslaught of cuts throughout the civil service. 
In this context, PCS delegates still ensured that 
they passed motions calling for an end to the 
scapegoating of refugees. 

One delegate spoke of his visit to the Calais 
“Jungle”, the refugee camp where he had seen 
police smashing up makeshift homes and 
“people being herded like cattle into shipping 
containers”. 

Stand Up to Racism and Black Activists Rising 
Against Cuts held a fringe meeting entitled, 

“No to racism, Islamophobia and antisemitism: 
refugees welcome”. The meeting called for 
people to co-ordinate collections of material aid 
for the mass convoy to Calais in June. 


Gypsy and Traveller Pride 
and Protest, London 


Westminster’s Parliament Square saw Gypsies 
and Travellers from all over the UK come 
together on 21 May to protest against new 
housing and planning laws and to make a stand 
for Gypsy and Traveller pride and empowerment 
against racism and prejudice. 

The rally, under the banner, “Dosta, Grinta, 
Enough!” began with a march that kept circling 
Parliament Square, headed by horse-drawn 
caravans, traps and marchers on foot with 
banners. Speeches were held later, on the 
Westminster lawns, concluding with the four 
organisations involved in the protest handing 
a petition with over 5,000 signatures in to 
Downing Street.The petition protested against 
new planning laws that would redefine “Gypsy 
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status” to only classify those who “travel” for 
work purposes, removing any cultural or ethnic 
dimension. The new laws would also effectively 
end the slow but steady increase in private 
Traveller site development, one of the ways that 
people have tried to cope in the face of a dire 
national shortage of caravan pitches for Gypsies 
and Travellers. 


132nd Durham Miners’ Gala 


The historic Durham Miners’ Gala continues to 
grow from strength to strength, with the largest 
turnout for 60 years. The coming together 

and celebration of the mining community and 
the trade union movement resonates strongly 
today. Sadly, a week after presiding over his 31st 
gala, Davey Hopper, the Durham Miners’ Gala 
secretary, died unexpectedly. Tributes to Davey 
have flooded in, many citing his role as general 
secretary of the Durham Area of the National 
Union of Mineworkers during the difficult period 
after the 1984-85 miners’ strike. 


Unite policy conference 
2016, Brighton 


Delegates at the policy conference of trade union 


, Unite highlighted the rise in hate crimes and 


racist incidents in public spaces in the aftermath 
of the EU referendum result. 

A Unite equalities fringe meeting focused on 
the effects of the 2016 Trade Union Act, warning 
that an “attack on trade unions is an attack on 
equalities”. All that has been gained through the 
development of trade union equality reps could 
be lost if the legislation is successful in reducing 
union recognition and reps’ facility time. 

Unite delegates visited the Searchlight stall 
and had their photographs taken holding 
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messages of solidarity, saying, “Refugees 

Welcome”, “Say no to hate crime” and “Black 

lives matter”. Look out for these on our website 
soon. 


The Tolpuddle Martyrs’ Festival in mid-July, 
another important fixture in the trade union 
calendar, also had record numbers attending 
this year, and not only because the summer 
weather had finally arrived. People would have 
been there, I am sure, come rain or high water. 

The festival commemorates the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs, the workers in the Dorset village who 
were arrested and deported for organising 
together, and laid the foundations for modern 
trade unionism in Britain. 


The 2016 Trade Union Act has been passed 
into law since TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady addressed the festival last year, 
outlining the legislation’s Draconian nature. 

Participants this year celebrated notable 
gains in amending the legislation. These 
included changes to some of the very specific 
attempts to ban the “check off” of union subs 
from the wages of public sector workers, and 
measures to restrict protests, picketing and 
social media campaigns, which had included 
plans to make everyone on a picket show 
personal data to the police, employers or 
anyone who asked for it. 

Festival goers signed up in larger numbers 
than usual to the Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight monthly e-newsletter, which 
highlights forthcoming anti-fascist events. And 
they too had photographs taken with solidarity 
messages. 
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Trade unionists and 
anti-racists joined a 
huge convoy to Calais, 
to bring solidarity and 
aid to the refugees. 
Cathy Pound reports 


et the aid pass: that was 

the demand of trade 

unionists, anti-racists and 

community activists who 

joined the Convoy to Calais 
on 18 June. More than 250 cars lined 
up on Whitehall to take material aid 
and human solidarity to the refugees 
living in appalling conditions in the 
Calais camps. 

The convoy, organised by Stand 
Up to Racism, the People’s Assembly 
Against Austerity and the Stop the 
War Coalition, was backed by trade 
unions Unite, Unison, PCS, CWU, 
FBU, Aslef and the TSSA. 
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Well-wishers listened to solidarity 
speeches before waving the convoy 
off. Participants had put together 
“wish lists” of aid for the refugees at 
donation.points including schools 
and workplaces throughout the weeks 
before the convoy set out. 

People came to the starting point 
with more donations to load into 
the main lorry. The cars and vans 
were packed with food, toiletries and 
camping essentials for distribution in 
the refugee camps as part of a mass 
visit and solidarity event. 

News had come through before the 
convoy date that French government 


Say it loud: 
convoy 
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officials might not let the aid convoy 
through. Convoy members hoped an 
agreement would be reached — we 
fully intended to be there and ready 
at Dover to embark on a ferry booked 
out almost entirely by the convoy 
participants. Hundreds of people and 
organisations had already visited to 
the camps to take aid to the refugees, 
so why stop us now? 

Car flags with the message 
“Refugees are welcome” were flying 
and drivers tried to stay in groups so 
the convoy and its message was visible 
on the journey through London to 
Dover. On the way, the convoy seemed 
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Hundreds of people 
and organisations 
had already visited 
the camps to take 
aid to the refugees, 
so why stop us now? 


to receive mostly friendly waves and 
supportive toots from car horns. 

On entering Dover, the mood 
changed and someone read the 
message on the flag out as if it was a 
question: “Refugees welcome here? 
Are you joking?” Others put two 
fingers up at the convoy cars. 

But on the last roundabout before 
entering the port there was a more 
genuine welcoming party of women 
and children cheering us on with 
flowers and placards and a bright pink 
banner, saying “Refugees are welcome 
here”, from Kent Anti-Fascist 
Network. 

The cars were lined up at the port 
when the message came that we 
were not be embarking, so we left 
our vehicles to find out what was 
happening to the all-important main 
aid lorry. The lorry, it turned out, had 
been allowed onto the ferry. 

There remained a great deal of 
aid in numerous vans and cars that 
would not reach Calais that day if they 
were not allowed on board. Convoy 
members demanded that the aid be 
transported. For a while there was a 
stand-off, with convoy participants 
blocking the embarkation point for 
vehicles heading to France. 
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Representatives of the convoy 
organisers reported back from their 
talks with the French border guards 
that they would consider letting 
us through only if everyone was 
processed through border control 
individually. This would mean we 
would miss our booked ferry and the 
planned solidarity event in Calais. 

In fact, the organisers had 
painstakingly taken details of 
everyone travelling on the convoy in 
advance. The authorities knew who 
we all were already. 

The state of emergency in place 
in France since the November 2015 
attacks in Paris, violence surrounding 
the Euro 2016 football tournament 
and the heightened threat of terrorist 
attack were cited as reasons for 
stopping the convoy. 

The French authorities’ offer, 
although impractical, meant they 
could say they did not stop individuals 
travelling freely. 

But not long afterwards we knew we 
had made our point. Other passengers 
wanting to travel to Calais might have 
been inconvenienced for a short time 
by the convoy — but no more than the 
kind of delay we have all experienced 
on a train or plane journey for any 
number of reasons. 

Refugees in the Calais camps, who 
have been living in squalid conditions 
for months on end, are still waiting 
to travel and to start rebuilding their 
lives in Britain. e 


@ Open letter from convoy organisers 
standuptoracism.org.uk/2016/06/ 
let-aid-refugees-pass-convoy-calais 
To donate or get involved in collecting 
and distributing aid for the refugees 
go to careforcalais.org 
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TUC e Congress 2016 


Dear sisters and brothers, 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight and 
everyone at Searchlight magazine would like 
to wish TUC delegates a very successful 
2016 Congress. 


We look forward to working together for 
another year. 


